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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

#### Based on the sermon by Pastor Mirek Hufton

1. SERMON RECAP

Pastor Mirek Hufton opened James 5:16 to lay the foundation that effective, fervent prayer is the primary

channel through which God brings breakthrough into every area of a believer's life. He challenged the

congregation to move beyond passive, religious-sounding prayer toward a persistent, tenacious faith that

refuses to back down from what God has promised in His Word. Drawing on parables of importunity, the

stories of biblical figures like Elijah and the Syrophoenician woman, and personal testimonies from his own

ministry journey, he reminded the church that delay is not denial, and that every failure in life is ultimately a

prayer failure waiting to be turned around.

2. KEY SCRIPTURE

James 5:16 (NKJV)

"Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective,

fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."

3. ICE BREAKER

Think of a time when you were genuinely persistent about something in everyday life, whether it was learning

a skill, chasing down a solution to a problem, or simply refusing to give up on something that mattered to you.

What kept you going when you felt like quitting?

4. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Defining effective prayer

Pastor Mirek defined effective prayer as prayer that gets results, and he drew a clear distinction between

simply talking at God and genuinely connecting with Him. In your own experience, what has been the

difference between a prayer that felt alive and one that felt flat? What do you think contributes to that

difference?



2. The role of persistence

He walked through several examples of importunity in Scripture, including the parable of the friend at

midnight in Luke 11, the widow before the unjust judge in Luke 18, and the Syrophoenician woman in

Matthew 15. In each case, persistence was directly linked to receiving the answer. Why do you think God

places such emphasis on persistence in prayer rather than simply answering immediately? What might He be

developing in us through the waiting?

3. The prayer of declaration

Pastor Mirek pointed to Job 22:28 and Isaiah 45:11, highlighting that God actually invites His people to

declare and decree what His Word has already promised. He described this as praying with moxie, knowing

the Word well enough to put it back before God with confidence. Does this kind of bold, declarative prayer

feel natural or uncomfortable to you, and why? How might a deeper knowledge of Scripture change the way

you pray?

4. Fighting through delay

One of the central tensions Pastor Mirek addressed was the delay between asking and receiving. He

referenced Daniel 10, where the angel told Daniel his prayer was heard the very first day he prayed, yet the

answer took twenty-one days to break through because of spiritual opposition. How does understanding that

there is a spiritual battle behind the scenes change the way you respond when answers seem slow in

coming?

5. Praying in the Spirit

Pastor Mirek described a zone in prayer where a person steps into the jet stream of the Spirit, praying

beyond their own capacity and allowing the Holy Spirit to intercede through them. He encouraged the church

to push past the early, effortful stages of prayer into that deeper place of connection with God. Have you ever

experienced something like that in your own prayer life? What helped you get there, and what tends to pull

you back out of it?

6. Sin and righteousness as a condition

James 5:16 specifically ties fervent prayer to the righteousness of the one praying, and Pastor Mirek touched

on confession and right standing with God as part of the picture. He also pointed to Job 22:22-23, which calls

for receiving instruction from God and removing iniquity as a condition for prayer being established. How

seriously do most believers consider their personal walk with God as a factor in the effectiveness of their

prayers? Is this a conversation the church needs to have more openly?

5. APPLICATION CHALLENGE

This week, choose one specific area of life where breakthrough is needed, whether in health, finances, a

relationship, or a personal calling. Set aside fifteen minutes each day to pray over that one area using the

following pattern: begin by confessing any known sin that may be creating a barrier, declare aloud at least

one specific scripture promise that applies to the situation, pray in the Spirit if that is part of your practice, and

close by thanking God for the answer before it arrives. Keep a simple written note each day of anything God

impresses on your heart during that time, and bring your observations back to share with the group next



week.

6. PRAYER POINTS

- Pray that each member of the group would develop a genuine hunger for persistent, fervent prayer rather

than settling for routine or religious-sounding words that lack real faith behind them.

- Pray for specific breakthroughs that members are believing God for in their families, health, and finances,

asking God to make His will clear through Scripture and to strengthen each person to hold on through any

delay without backing down.

- Pray that the church as a whole would grow into a congregation known for its prayer life, one where the

power of God moves visibly in response to the collective, tenacious faith of its people.

7. MEMORY VERSE

Matthew 7:7 (NKJV)

"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you."

Leader Note: Encourage group members to be honest about where prayer feels difficult or discouraging. The

goal of this discussion is not to produce guilt about a weak prayer life but to stir genuine desire for something

deeper. Pastor Mirek's own stories of persistence through doubt and delay are a reminder that every growing

believer is on a journey, and no one has fully arrived.


